
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
WEDNESDAY:  JULY 29, 2020

READ:  JAMES 2:5-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “My dear brothers and sisters, listen to me. Hasn’t God chosen those who are poor in the world’s 
eyes to be rich in faith? Hasn’t he chosen them to receive the kingdom? Hasn’t he promised it to those who love him?”  
- James 2:5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The Bible teaches that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get into heaven.  
James confirms this for us in today’s text.  When Jesus said this to the disciples after the rich young ruler walked away disap-
pointed that he couldn’t get into the kingdom with all his “stuff.”  Like me, I bet your first thought when you read this statement 
from Christ was “why?” Why is it so hard for those with lots of money to get into the kingdom?  Can’t God use people with lots 
of resources for the good of the kingdom?  As I thought about this, it reminded me of my own experience working with great 
people but who had lots of “stuff.” 

Years ago, I received a called to serve a church in the SW Suburbs of Chicago as the Sports Outreach Pastor.  In my role 
many different people crossed my path as they would bring their kids to the church for recreation events and leagues.  The 
diversity of the people was as great as was their social and financial status.  Over the years I served there, I began to get to 
know a lot of the families who had become a part of our recreation family.  They would share their stories as relationships were 
built but I could never really get them to attend our church services so they could be introduced to Jesus.  Over four thou-
sand kids and their families would come across our property every year to participate in our sports programs but there never 
seemed to be much of interest in the things of God.  This baffled me so I began to look into the “why”.      

As I began to think about my interaction with these families and the possibilities of why church attendance was not high on their 
to do list, I discovered a couple of things.  The SW Suburbs and Chicago itself has a very large Catholic population.  Many 
of the families we were serving were from a Catholic background and it would not go over well with other family members if 
they were attending a Protestant church.  The other thing I found out was that many of them did very well financially.  They had 
everything that money could buy.  Money was no object to them. 

Although our congregation at the time was made up of approximately 65% former Catholics it did not translate into church 
attendance with our rec families.  And because they had the money they were usually gone on the weekends to their cabins or 
second homes here in Wisconsin.  However, what I did find was that when they had a family emergency, a death in the family 
or needed someone to perform a wedding they would come to me.  Although they didn’t attend our church on Sunday, they 
considered us their church and me their pastor when they had a need.  Needless to say, I was able to do a lot of ministry but 
when it came down to a discussion of a relationship with Jesus, they really didn’t sense the need.  They had everything they 
wanted.  They caught Mass on Christmas and Easter thinking that was enough.  They were some of the greatest people I have 
ever met.  They were always friendly, willing to lend a hand and extremely generous but didn’t seem interested in the things of 
God.  It was the very thing they thought was sustaining them and providing happiness in this life that was really keeping them 
from enjoying a real life in Christ.  This is why Jesus said it is easier for a camel to walk through the eye of a needle.      

There are many people of wealth that are loyal followers of Christ and who use their blessed resources to promote the king-
dom of God here on earth.  God can use anyone who is willing to put Him first regardless of whether rich or poor.  But James 
really places the focus on those who are poor in the world’s eyes because they are rich in faith.  In that day it was the rich who 
generally took advantage of the poor.  Even today, it seems like those who have money have power and tend to use it against 
those who have little.  We are warned here not to be like this in the church.  What was happening in James’ day was the early 
Christians were being kept from the freedom to proclaim and exercise their faith by those that were rich.  It seems that the 
wealthy were the ones who were oppressing Christians and blaspheming the name of Christ.  Unfortunately, we are beginning 
to see some of this happen now in select states and various cities across America and it should break our hearts.

James found it ironic that there would be any favoritism in the church when it was that very type of favoritism they were suffer-
ing in public from the elites in their culture.  Everyday, Christians around the world and here in America are being increasingly 
oppressed for their faith in Jesus.  Why is this happening?  Why is it intolerable to disparage any group in American society, 
but those who are followers of Jesus Christ and believe in the Word of God are fair game?  How is it that a city official in one 



of our major cities here in America can declare that Christians don’t belong in his city and should get out?  How is it that peo-
ple can oppress and persecute Christians and not be guilty of hate, but we cannot faithfully declare the Word of God without 
being charged with a hate crime?”

The answer is once again because of the ugliness of favoritism, bias and prejudice.  There are now powerful segments of our 
society and government that have decided that certain minority groups should be protected while those of us who are follow-
ers of Christ don’t make the list.  Just because Christians receive these kinds of behavior from various sections of society, doesn’t 
mean we can allow this same type of behavior to creep into our churches.  In everything we do Jesus Christ our Lord, must be 
the model of our response.  Jesus came to his earth to provide ALL of humanity a way of salvation for sin.  He came for the rich 
and powerful just as much as he came for those who are poor.  Jesus came for all sinners. 

Ellsworth puts it like this: “Our great calling in this life is to live for the glory of the Lord Jesus, who has loved us and saved us. 
We do not glorify him if we are not gripped with the same spirit that brought him on his saving mission. And that was not the 
spirit of favoritism!  Remember, the ground is level at the foot of the cross!”  We must abide by the royal law found in scripture 
that says we are to love our neighbors as we do ourselves.  If we do this, we will be doing what is right. 

• What does James’ teaching reveal to us about Jesus’ attitude toward the rich? Poor? (see also Luke 4:16-21 
and 14:12-14)

• What grade would you give yourself on the matter of treating all people equally?

• What are some ways you can improve in this area?

• What are some steps you can take to help our church improve in this area?

• Why are poor Christians rich in faith? How can you become richer in faith?

FURTHER READING:  LEVITICUS 19

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking to be found faithful,  

Pastor Randy


