
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 5: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.2” 

TUESDAY:  MAY 12, 2020

READ:  DANIEL 9:1-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Our God, please listen to us. The city that belongs to you has been destroyed. Open your eyes and 
see it. We aren’t asking you to answer our prayers because we are godly. Instead, we’re asking you to do it because you 
love us so much.”  Daniel 9:18

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

Our focus again today, as we continue to learn how we should pray, is on intercession. In our difficult world we see this con-
cept play out all the time. For example, we often hear of those in government who are mediators or intermediaries, who will 
meet with leaders from other governments or political groups seeking to establish peace in the midst of some crisis. What these 
dignitaries do is the work of intercession, that is, they represent one person trying to establish peace with another party.

In the New Testament the idea of intercession is not far off from the concept we just discussed.  We find in the Jewish literature 
written during the time between the Old Testament and the New Testament that this word ‘intercession’ was employed in the 
sense of someone personally petitioning an official to gain favor. In essence, this is what Daniel was doing in his prayer. Daniel 
was seeking to gain favor for his people and nation by interceding on their behalf before a Holy God. Daniel provides for us a 
great platform for prayer and shows us what it looks like to humbly intercede on behalf of someone else. 

Paul in his first letter to Timothy instructs all who are followers of Christ should intercede for others. He writes: “First, I want all 
of you to pray for everyone. Ask God to bless them. Give thanks for them. Pray for kings. Pray for all who are in authority. Pray 
that we will live peaceful and quiet lives. And pray that we will be godly and holy.” As followers of Jesus Christ we are to inter-
cede on the behalf of others who we know, for those who may ask us to pray for them, and for those who are not yet followers.   
We constantly pray for everyone, that God would have His way in their lives and that they would respond by accepting His 
Son as Lord and Savior. 

As we engage in the prayerful work of intercession here on earth Jesus is doing the same for us in heaven. After Jesus gave His 
life for us on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins, He ascended back to the Father and entered the heavenly throne room where 
He now sits at the right hand of the Father representing us. That’s right, Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father at this very 
moment interceding on our behalf day and night. This is His priestly duty. Furthermore, the writer of Hebrews affirmed that 
Christ “is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” 
(Heb. 7:25, nasb).

Be encouraged in your prayer life whether this is all new to you or whether you are a seasoned prayer warrior. Remember, as 
we continuously draw near to God in intercession for others our Jesus remains to make continual intercession for you and me 
before the Father! What a great comfort!

• What moves Daniel to pray as he does? What clues do you find in Jeremiah 25:1-14; 29:10-14?

• How does Daniel prepare himself for his divine encounter with God?

• Who is Daniel speaking for as he prays?

• What common prayer elements do you find in Daniel’s prayer? (A.C.T.S)

FURTHER READING:  AMOS 5:4, PROV. 8:17, JER. 29:13, HEB. 11:6, MATT. 6:33

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING FOR INTERCESSION.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   C=CONFESSION (repentance)   T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Be blessed and encouraged on this day,
Pastor Randy


