
THE BEST GOOD NEWS EVER
MONDAY | JANUARY 4, 2021

READ:  MATTHEW 9:1-38

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Jesus went through all the towns and villages. He taught in their synagogues. He preached the good 
news of the kingdom. And he healed every illness and sickness.” - Matt. 9:35

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Over my lifetime, I have done many different jobs. Some of those jobs were hard, while some were easy. What made some 
of those jobs more painless than others? As I pondered that question, one word came to mind, authority. On the jobs where I 
had very little power to make decisions regarding the assignment, I found the work harder and the time to complete longer. But 
when proper authority gets delegated to complete a task, extraordinary things begin to happen.    

Throughout Matthew 9, we witness example after example of why Jesus came to earth. In today’s short text, Matthew tells 
us that Jesus visited every town and village to preach the good news of the kingdom and heal those sick and disabled from 
disease. He had compassion for the people, especially those found to be discouraged and downtrodden by society. Jesus con-
sidered them sheep without a shepherd. As people listened to what Jesus’ taught and observed the miraculous things he did, 
they questioned the authority he performed them. The religious leaders even accused Jesus of doing these things by the power 
of Satan. So, where did the power and authority come from to accomplish his mission?  

In my humanness, as I look at the size and scope of Jesus’ mission, I become bogged down by feelings of inadequacy, incom-
petence, and powerlessness. It reminded me of those jobs I had when I was overwhelmed and discouraged because I didn’t 
have the proper help or authority to get the job done. Unlike any teacher they had ever heard, the people who listened to 
Jesus knew that He had absolute power over him. It is by that power Jesus taught the good news of the gospel and healed 
every disease. In Jesus, we observe the very power of God introduced to all of humanity. He was able to accomplish His Fa-
ther’s mission because of the power and authority granted to Him by the Father. It is by this same power that you and I find the 
anchor for our hope. It is in this same power that Jesus sends each of us out to bring in the harvest of souls he speaks of in our 
text. In Christ, we have the authority and power, in His name, to use our gifts to spread the good news of the gospel.  

Jesus’ miracles established the authority He exhibited. Through the power of His Father, Jesus accomplished many incredible 
things. And with authority granted him by the Father, He called His twelve disciples and calls each of us to be His workers. 
Jesus gave power to His disciples to fulfill their roles as servants to the suffering. And as fellow citizens of the kingdom, we, too, 
have received that same power to serve others humbly. We must remain dependent on God and not on our knowledge and 
strength. We are to take the gospel’s full message to all men who then have the freedom to accept or reject the good news 
of Christ. Instead of honor and praise, we can expect to be persecuted and maligned. Jesus chose to empty Himself to win us 
victory as the Son of man. As his disciples, we must wear the humble garb of servants as the badge of our God-given authority. 
The harvest is enormous, and the workers are few. Will you join this crucial mission for Christ and his kingdom?

• What is the purpose of the miracles Jesus’ does?

• How do the Pharisees think Jesus is performing these miracles?

• What does Jesus’ see in the crowds? In the harvest fields?

• What do we learn about Jesus from the memory verse?

• Where could you use a miracle in your life right now?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Sharing the Good News,   
Pastor Randy


