
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 3: “FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED” 

FRIDAY:  MAY 1, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 17:14-21

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He replied, “Because your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, it is enough.“  Matthew 17:20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

Yesterday we saw the “Glory” of Jesus in his transfiguration, a mountain top of life event.  Today, we get another glimpse of 
His glory but this time it’s in one of life’s valleys when Jesus heals an epileptic, demon-possessed young man.  Have you ever 
noticed that God’s glory seems to shine brightest in the pits of life where the real-life battles are fought?  Life isn’t always moun-
tain top blessing and privilege as we experienced in yesterday’s text.

As Jesus and the disciples were coming down from their mountain-top adventure, they run into a crowd led by a man whose 
son has an epileptic condition from a demonic possession.  The other disciples were unable to exorcise this evil spirit in order to 
heal the man’s son.  The man begs Jesus, on his knees, to have mercy and heal his son.  Jesus immediately rebukes the disciples 
along with the entire crowd because they lacked faith! 

Jesus has the boy brought to him and he instantly heals the boy and restores him to complete health.  Later, the disciples 
asked Jesus why they had not been able to heal the boy.  Jesus again, tells them it is because you have such “little” faith.   The 
disciples had already experienced the “great” faith of the Roman centurion and the Canaanite woman but even after seeing 
that themselves the disciples’ faith was still lacking.   Jesus instructed them “even faith the size of a tiny mustard seed would be 
enough.”  

Just as with the disciples, so it is with us today.  Our struggles are often due to our lack of faith and failure to seek the Lord’s 
direction before we act.  God’s Word is sufficient for us to produce the results He desires but our actions must necessitate great 
faith and constant contact with Christ through prayer.  That is the key to our ministry / life success!  There is no limit to what we 
can do for the kingdom of God with a little faith and a lot of prayer.

• If you could move mountains, which one would you move? Mt. Everest? A favorite ski slope? Mountains of paper from 
your desk?

• Why did demons seem to be more common in Jesus’ day?

• Who is Jesus calling out in verse 17?

• How do you see Jesus’ ministry role transforming in chapters 15-17?  What is his initial role and what is the role he is 
now fulfilling?

• When has a mountain top experience in your life been followed by a valley experience? How did you cope?

• In which areas of your life do you wish to see more faith?

FURTHER READING:  PHILIPPIANS 2:4-11

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER. THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH.

A=ADORATION    C=CONFESSION    T=THANKSGIVING    S=SUPPLICATION

Hope your Friday is Fabulous,
Pastor Randy


