
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
THURSDAY:  SEPTEMBER 10, 2020

READ:  ACTS 8:9-25

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “But Philip preached the good news of God’s kingdom. He preached the name of Jesus Christ. So 
men and women believed and were baptized.  Simon himself believed and was baptized.” - Acts 8:12-13a

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Phillip is preaching the gospel in Samaria. Men and women believed the gospel and were baptized into the faith. While 
making his way through town, Phillip meets a shadowy figure named Simon. Simon was known for his practice of magic and 
astounded many with his bag of tricks. He considered himself someone great. And the people believed that Simon had some 
divine power they called “the Great Power.” “Whatever else might be said of Simon, he seems to have made some claim to 
at least embody the very power of God.” However, Luke describes Simon as a worker of magic, a charlatan making money 
doing tricks.  

It would be relatively easy for us to pass over this shadowy figure, but several early church fathers mention this Simon as associ-
ated with Gnostic heresy. Samaritan, Justin Martyr, said that Simon was from Gitto, another Samarian town, and worshiped as 
“the first god.” Emperor Claudius had a statue erected of Simon in Rome with the inscription, “to the holy god Simon.” Simon 
the Sorcerer had a following, and people knew who he was. But when Phillip preached in Samaria, that began to change. 
Simon took notice. 

Phillip, as he preached the gospel, had the power to do various miraculous signs. The people of Samaria responded to the 
gospel in mass numbers due to his preaching and miraculous signs. The people that came to believe in Christ immediately got 
baptized. Simon was intrigued by all this. As Simon watched the people respond to Phillip, he too, “believed” and was bap-
tized. Although Luke gives us no reason to suspect the sincerity of the Samaritan people, there does seem to be a reason to 
question Simon’s commitment. 

The reason for us to suspect Simon’s commitment is that the only response connected with his baptism was that he began 
to follow Phillip everywhere he went, completely enamored with his miraculous signs. It seems that Simon’s “belief” is only 
superficial, like those described in John 2:23-25, “Meanwhile, he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. Many people saw the 
miraculous signs he was doing. And they believed in his name. But Jesus did not fully trust them. He knew what people are like. 
He didn’t need others to tell him what people are like. He already knew what was in the human heart.” We see that after his 
public baptism and so-called “conversion,” Simon was still a bitter man, held captive to sin, more interested in making a buck 
than in godliness.  Many in our churches today are like Simon, still captive to their sin because they do not believe with all their 
hearts that Jesus is Lord.

The contrasts and comparisons between Simon and Philip are striking. Both performed miracles, Simon by demonic power and 
Philip by divine power. Simon boasted and welcomed acclaim to himself, but Philip proclaimed Christ. People were amazed at 
Simon’s magic, but people were converted to Christ by Philip’s ministry. Luke’s purpose is to show the superiority of Christianity 
over the demonic occult. Christ is the victor over all evil!

I believe Luke wants us to know that God’s grace is for everyone, and it’s free! We cannot buy favor with God as Simon tried 
to do. Grace is the free nature of God’s salvation and blessings to those who believe and receive. It is a gift! With the gift of 
salvation comes a changed heart and mind. Because the Samaritan people believed in their hearts that Jesus had died for 
them on the cross, was buried and raised on the third day, they were baptized into the kingdom of God. Not long after Peter 
and John came up from Jerusalem to lay hands on the people and they received the Holy Spirit. This united them all under the 
one and only church of Jesus Christ.

• What did Simon and Phillip have in common?  How were they different?

• How did the crowd respond to both men?

• Given that the Samaritans were considered outcasts by the Jews, why would Peter and John come to them?

• Why would the Father delay pouring out his Spirit until Peter and John were on the scene?



• Do you think this was a lesson for the Samaritans or the Jews?

• Have you heard the message of the gospel, believed and been baptized?  What is holding you back?  If so, 
who can you share the good news with? 

FURTHER READING:  JOHN 3

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Blessings in Christ our Lord,  

Pastor Randy


