
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
FRIDAY:  SEPTEMBER 11, 2020

READ:  PSALM 46

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He says, “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be honored among the nations. I will be honored in 
the earth. The Lord who rules over all is with us. The God of Jacob is like a fort to us.” - Psalm 46:10-11

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

No one will ever forget the tragic events of September 11, 2001. I will always remember waking up to my alarm clock radio in 
the southwest suburbs of Chicago to hear that a plane had somehow flown into one of the Trade Center towers in New York. 
Half asleep, I remember hitting the snooze button, rolling over, and going back to sleep, thinking it was all just a dream. The 
snooze alarm awoke me again to the same news. It was happening! As I sat up in bed, I will never forget the sick feeling I felt 
deep down in my stomach. Attacks like this couldn’t be happening, not in America. It must have been just an accident. No one 
would purposely fly a plane into a skyscraper-filled with so many people just getting to work. I turned on the TV, astonished by 
what I saw.  

On September 11, another day of infamy, 19 militants associated with the Islamic extremist group al-Qaida hijacked four air-
planes and carried out suicide attacks against targets in the United States. I will never forget the blue skies’ fantastic clarity that 
Tuesday morning when an American Airlines Boeing 767 passenger plane loaded with 20,000 gallons of jet fuel left Boston 
Logan International Airport headed for LAX but instead ended up in Tower One. I will never forget when 18 minutes later, a 
second Boeing 767, United Flight 175, appeared out of the corner of my TV screen, turned sharply toward the World Trade 
Center, and sliced into the south tower just about halfway up the building. What followed was a massive explosion showering 
burning debris across lower Manhattan and on the buildings and streets below. I knew then our country was under attack! 

As I watched in horror, shocked by what I saw, another report of a plane hijacked scrolled across the screen, and it’s headed 
for the heart of America. I watched as American Airlines Flight 77 circled over downtown Washington, D.C., before crashing 
into the west side of the Pentagon military headquarters, killing 125 more people, including the sister of my wife’s maiden of 
honor, and creating a devastating inferno. And as if that wasn’t enough, terrorists hijacked another California-bound passenger 
plane. It’s projected target, the White House. Thankfully, a small group of passengers and crew members learned the three 
other hijacked flights’ fate, realized they were involved in a larger terrorist plot, and made a brave attempt to retake control of 
United Airlines Flight 93. Although their efforts resulted in the plane crashing into a Shanksville, Penn, field killing all 44 people 
on board, it saved many other intended victims’ lives.

Our country lost 2,977 victims plus the 19 hijackers on that infamous day. It was declared the “Deadliest Day in History for 
U.S. Firefighters.” On December 18, 2001, Congress approved naming September 11 “Patriot Day” to commemorate the 
9/11 attacks’ anniversary. In 2009, Congress also declared September 11 a National Day of Service and Remembrance.

For all Americans, it will be a day remembered for extraordinary heroism. 

On this 19th anniversary of 911 – We must pause to reflect and remember the heroes of that day; and the heroes that continue 
to dedicate themselves each day to our nation, serving others and protecting the precious freedoms we enjoy. We must remem-
ber those on the ground and in the air that day; the firefighters, police officers, military members, passengers on the American 
and United flights, those in the World Trade Center, and countless ordinary citizens that offered help. We must remember their 
families and loved ones. We must not forget!  

As I recall the myriad of feelings that day, I can’t help but be reminded of the comfort that is found in God’s Word.  In Psalm 
46 the author magnifies God as our sure defense when we find ourselves under attack.  He is with us at all times.  I felt under 
attack that day but found refuge and strength under the God who is my strong tower.  He is my strong tower still on this 19th 
anniversary of that tragic day.  It is in times like these that we are to observe the mighty deeds of our God.  He calls us to trust 
in Him and to know that He is God.  He is to be exalted and will be throughout all the earth!  As you reflect on the events of 
that day, “Be still and know that He is God.” 

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 23

 
 



SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


