
UNSHAKABLE
THURSDAY:  JUNE 25, 2020

READ:  JONAH 1:16 – JONAH 2

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “But the Lord sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish for three days and 
three nights.” - Jonah 1:17

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

So far in the Book of Jonah we have seen the supernatural power of God at work! We’ve seen a great storm.  We’ve seen the 
calming of that great storm.  We’ve even seen the conversion of a Gentile ship’s crew through Jonah’s confession.  God has 
been working behind the scenes to get the attention of His creation.  I think this is one of the times in history when God used 
the signs of nature to show men that He is there, and He is in control!  He uses signs that require us to know that there is no 
other way than by the hand of God that could happen.  He did it in Egypt, He is doing it Nineveh and He will do it again at 
the end of time! 

After confessing to the sailors that he was the cause of all that was happening and convincing them it was necessary for them 
to throw him into the sea, Jonah went swimming! Here again, we get to see the supernatural hand of God at work in the lives 
of men.  As soon as Jonah hit the water, the sailors witnessed the instantaneous calming of the sea.  They “feared Yahweh 
greatly,” causing them to worship Him.  They immediately offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows of allegiance to him.  
What incredible irony!  Jonah had fled because he didn’t want to preach God’s word to a Gentile city.  Now coincidently, he 
has been the instrument to bring the knowledge of the one true God to a ship full of Gentiles.  Is God not just amazing!? 

God wasn’t finished using the supernatural just yet.  Jonah is now sinking deep into the sea.  God sends a “great fish” to swal-
low up Jonah for a little “me” time with His Creator.  Here again, we have the Creator of the sea and all that is in it, using one 
of His own creatures to do his bidding.  This time He uses a great fish as an instrument of His grace.  God saved his rebellious 
prophet from certain death.  Jonah survived three days and three nights in the belly of a giant sperm whale.  God left him in 
there long enough to establish the fact that Jonah’s survival was a supernatural act of God, a miracle.  Jonah was now in the 
belly of a fish and he used his time to pray!

When we disobey or break laws today there are consequences.  They don’t usually consist of three days confined in the belly 
of fish.  Typically, consequences come in the form of a warning or fine.  And in extreme cases, time in confinement.  Jonah 
disobeyed and paid the price.  What do we learn from the story of Jonah?  First, his life became a symbol of Israel’s disobedi-
ence and disaffection for God.  God’s punishment of Jonah shows His wrath on Israel. Yet the Lord’s gentle, miraculous deal-
ings with Jonah provide for us a picture of God’s tender love and His slowness of anger with the people of Israel.  God wanted 
His chosen people to heed the lesson of Jonah and to repent as both he and Nineveh had done.  

Jonah’s arrogance had now given way to humility and his rebellion had turned to submission.  He spent 3 days/3nights in the 
belly of a fish for Nineveh.  And Jesus would come later, humble himself and submit himself to the cross, and spend 3 days in 
the grave, for all of humanity.  God brought Jonah out of the pit and Jesus out of the grave!  He did this to provide all people, 
of all nations, all tribes and all languages with His saving grace!  #noprejudice.

• What does the scene of the sailors casting lots teach you about God? How does it reveal His sovereignty?

• Why is it important that our lives actively reflect what we believe?

• How does Jonah’s story teach us ways in which our disobedience affects others?

• What does the passage teach us about the importance of repentance?

• What does it teach us about the character of God?

• Has God ever interrupted your life to draw you to Him?

FURTHER READING:  NAHUM 3



SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Swimmingly His,  

Pastor Randy


