
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
WHY DID GOD CHOOSE SAUL
THURSDAY:  SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

READ:  ACTS 9:20-31

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “All who heard him were amazed. They asked, “Isn’t he the man who caused great trouble in  
Jerusalem for those who worship Jesus? Hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” - Acts 9:21

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Why does God sometimes choose to use the least expected person to carry out his purposes? I know I have asked that ques-
tion concerning my calling to the ministry. How about you? Have you ever wondered why God placed you in your career or 
the area you serve in the church? There are probably many reasons if you take the time to think about it. I am sure it was the 
same for many of those first-century Christians as they began to see Saul preaching through Damascus and then Jerusalem. I’m 
sure that upon his return to Jerusalem, people were looking at each other in shock, saying, “wasn’t this the same guy who was 
just persecuting people for accepting the gospel he now preaches?” 

Let’s take a look at why God chooses Saul to be His messenger. First, God wished to rescue His church from the pressing 
danger Saul posed against it. Second, God hoped to recruit one who could qualify to be an ambassador to Gentiles, kings, 
and Jews. Saul had Jewish heritage, a strong educational background within his faith, and a secular trade he learned in Tarsus. 
Third, Saul had several personality traits that served the Kingdom well. Saul never did anything half-hearted. Saul used the 
same determination he had shown to fight against the church in his new battle for the church. Finally, he was a fighter but had 
the wisdom to give up when beaten. Saul recognized that there was a power greater than himself at work. Realizing this, he 
was willing to accept help from others. Saul was fulfilling the commission he had received from God through Ananias.  

It would be a decade before Saul had all the pieces together again. But the next phase of his life would be entirely committed 
to the one factual reality he could now believe. Jesus, whom Saul had persecuted, was Lord. Jesus was God’s promised Christ, 
the Messiah. All of the energy of Paul’s passionate nature focused on serving Him. In Paul, we see the intimacy of his sharing, 
and it serves as an example of the kind of person God uses in spiritual leadership. It’s the type of person Christ-followers are to 
become.  How are you fulfilling God’s commission to use you in service for His kingdom? 

• What would be the most intriguing scene of Saul’s cinematic story?

• How would you have felt if you were a part of the church in Jerusalem when Paul wanted to join?

• Why would the Jerusalem disciples still fear Saul?

• What risk was Barnabas taking?

• What changes did people notice when you began following Christ? How did they react?

• What does “living in the fear of the Lord” mean to you?

FURTHER READING:  ROMANS 9:1-5

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking the Truth,  

Pastor Randy


